
The Future of Democracy

www.gerdtalks.com



Is this the End of the Peace Dividend?

*The economic boost a country or region will get from a peace 

that follows a war, allowing governments to reduce defense 
spending and reallocate the money to domestic policy priorities

https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/072115/how-military-spending-affects-economy.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/investing/072115/how-military-spending-affects-economy.asp


First, some context
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NEW REPORT: Authoritarian Rule 
Is Challenging Democracy as 

Dominant Global Model

“Autocracy is making gains against 
democracy and encouraging more leaders 
to abandon the democratic path to security 
and prosperity, with countries that suffered 
democratic declines over the past year 
outnumbering those that improved by more 
than two to one”













2 0 2 2 :  I T  G E T S  W O R S E  B E F O R E  I T  G E T S  B E T T E R ? 

T H E  F I N A L  M A N I F E S TAT I O N S  O F  A N C I E N T  E G O S Y S T E M S ?



A Pew Research Center survey of 17 
advanced economies in 2021 shows 

disaffection with the lack of individual 
freedom in authoritarian states at an all-
time high. Additionally, according to the 

survey, a median of 74% of people in 
these countries had no confidence in 

their autocratic leaders.
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Humanity ☯ TechnologyIs the spirit of democracy under siege in the U.S.?
⇢

➤

☞

More Americans even now doubt the power of 
their democratic ideas. 


Poll showed that 64% of Americans believe their 
democracy is "in crisis and at risk of failing”


 

72% of Americans say the US used to be a 

good model of democracy for other countries 
to follow but has not been in recent years.


(CNN Feb 2022)



œ? Democracies are ‘deeply under-performing’ ?



The Coming Democratic Revival 

America’s Opportunity to Lead the Fight Against Authoritarianism by Madeleine Albright Dec 2021

“Contrary to the conventional wisdom, the 
momentum is not with the enemies of 

democracy. It’s true that in recent years, some 
authoritarians have grown stronger. But in many 
cases, they are now failing to deliver, including 
in countries where people increasingly expect 
accountable leadership even in the absence of 

democratic rule. This is a key point that few 
observers have yet grasped. 


DEMOCRACY IS NOT A DYING CAUSE; 
IN FACT, IT IS POISED FOR A 

COMEBACK”



The 10 most democratic nations in the world (2020, world population review)


Norway (9.87)

Iceland (9.58)

Sweden (9.39)

New Zealand (9.26)

Finland (9.25)

Ireland (9.24)

Canada (9.22)

Denmark (9.22)

Australia (9.09)

Switzerland (9.03)

So what are the Nordics,

NZ / AUS, Ireland, Canada 


and SWITZERLAND

doing right?

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/norway-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iceland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/new-zealand-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/finland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ireland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/switzerland-population


Norway (9.87)

Iceland (9.58)

Sweden (9.39)

New Zealand (9.26)

Finland (9.25)

Ireland (9.24)

Canada (9.22)

Denmark (9.22)

Australia (9.09)
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“Democracy is both fragile and resilient” (Madeleine Albright)

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/norway-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/iceland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/sweden-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/new-zealand-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/finland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ireland-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/canada-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/denmark-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/australia-population




“Democracy isn’t an institution. It’s a practice and it becomes stronger through use” 
(Jeff Sparrow)



“Democracies face a new adversary: 
technology. Technology was once seen 

as a force for good, which could 
bridge the gap between the state and 

restless streets. Today, owned and 
controlled by large enterprises and 
extra-territorial governments, that 

very technology sometimes 
undermines the foundations of 

democracy, where it functions as a 
public sphere and a vibrant 

information exchange”  

Samir Saran (ORF)



A great recipe for the demise of democracy



Algorithmic Truth



The rise of the ‘Machine World’ is eroding our societies and endangering democracy

Algorithmic Truth





A powerfully bad combination 



POLARISATION, STUPEFACTION and DEHUMANISATION



   SIMULATION | ADDICTION | FAKE WORLDING





“It’s hard to be a moral person. Technology is making it harder”



Disinformation or Democratisation?

Polarisation or Collectivism?

Monetisation or Conversation?

Algorithms or Androrithms?



People living 

in electoral 

autocracies



People living 

in electoral 

autocracies

Are you seeing a 
connection here, 

too?



In 2020, during the pandemic, billionaires gained $1 trillion, which went largely to 
Jeff Bezos and Elon Musk. Their gains were greater than the GDPs of 139 countries.

“If normal pay increase rates had 
remained unchanged during the 

past few decades, average 
American workers would be 

receiving $100,000 per year instead 
of the $50,000 they get today. 

In total, business moved 

roughly $50 trillion from the 
working class to the top one 

percent of society.

William Halal

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/01/01/bezos-musk-wealth-pandemic/


Too much FRAMING by 

clueless algorithms



Bring the humans back!



New regulations to limit political “microtargeting” 

Using intrusive data collected by social media companies to send political ads



Transparency and control of the algorithms

Why do I see what I see?

Can I change what I will see?

Can I opt out of the feed algorithm altogether ?



“We just cannot leave 
decisions which have a huge 
impact on our democracies 

to computer programs 
without any human 

supervision or to the board 
rooms in Silicon Valley” 


European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen at 
the Munich Security Conference  (via WSJ)

EU Commission VP Margrethe Vestager











“The wolf you feed is the wolf that wins”


